
Dyscas Dew
Lesson Two

Ple’ma - Where is it ?

Ple’ma'n ... ?1 Where is the ... ?

Gerva

Dewotty Drinking establishment (pub)2

Sothva Bost (f) Post Office
Potecary Pharmacy
Chy House 
Shoppa Shop
Gwerthjy Lyfrow Book shop
Lyverva (f) Library 
Scol School

Gwylan (f) Herring gull
Quylkyn Frog
Sarf (f) Snake
Pedreven (f) Lizard

Yndan3 Under
War On
Adal dhe Opposite
Reb4 Next to
Ogas dhe Near to
Pell dheworth Far from
Yn In

Govynnadow

Ple’ma'n dewotty ? Ma'n dewotty reb an eglos.
The pub is next to the church.

Ple’ma'n Sothva Bost ? Ma'n sothva bost ogas dhe’n shoppa  
Woolworth.
The Post Office is near to the Woolworth shop.

Ple’ma'n car ? Ma'n car yndan an bord.
The car is under the table.

Ple’ma'n gath ? Ma'n gath war'n gadar.
The cat is on the chair.
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4 This is found in place names such as Morrab (Mor-reb) or ‘next to the sea’. This is frequently also
shown as ryb.

3 Yndan, war and dhe all soften the following words.

2 A bar, from dewas (liquor).  Similar words are tavarn (pub), ostel (hotel).

1 Cornish uses ma (short for yma) to describe where something is.  Sentences describing where
something is must start with ma in them.



Usadow Dew
Practice Two

Ple’ma - Where is it ?

Unlike English, Cornish has two forms of ‘is’.  Yw describes things, and Ma describes
the position of things.  Ma gwylan war an shoppa is roughly equivalent to
‘There is a gull on the shop’.  A question starting with Ple’ma1 must have an answer
starting with Ma.

Translate the following into Kernuak (Cornish):

The snake is in the cat

The cat is in the church

The house is opposite the pub

The pub is near the library

The frog is near the chair

The lizard is opposite the table

The frog is far from the library

The table is opposite the cat

The Post Office is near the pub

The cat is under the chair

The car is far from the church

The pub is next to the church

Translate the following into Sawsnak (English):

Ma’n cathas y’n scol

Ma’n cuen y’n gwerthjy lyfrow

Ma’n quylkyn y’n potecary

Ma’n wylan war’n dewotty

Ma’n sarf war’n bord

Ma’n gath yndan an car

Ma’n gath war’n Sothva Bost

Ma’n sarf yndan an lyverva

Ma’n ky adal dhe’n Sothva Bost

Ma’n bedreven reb an dewotty

Ma’n gath pell dheworth an sarf

Ma’n2 car ogas dhe’n eglos
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2 Note that the sentence starts ma’n which is a short way of saying ma an.  Don’t forget that an means
‘the’.  Ma car ogas dhe’n eglos would mean ‘there is A car near the church.

1 Ple’ma is also sometimes written py le or pe le.



Gorthebow Dew
Answers Two

Ple’ma - Where is it ?

Translate the following into Kernuak (Cornish):

‘Ma’n sarf y’n gathThe snake is in the cat

‘Ma’n gath y’n eglosThe cat is in the church

‘Ma’n chy adal dhe’n dewottyThe house is opposite the pub

‘Ma’n dewotty ogas dhe’n lyvervaThe pub is near the library

‘Ma’n quylkyn ogas dhe’n gadarThe frog is near the chair

‘Ma’n bedreven adal dhe’n bordThe lizard is opposite the table

‘Ma’n quylkyn pell dheworth an
lyverva

The frog is far from the library

‘Ma’n bord adal dhe’n gathThe table is opposite the cat

‘Ma’n Sothva Bost ogas dhe’n
dewotty

The Post Office is near the pub

‘Ma’n gath yndan an gadarThe cat is under the chair

‘Ma’n car pell dheworth an eglosThe car is far from the church

‘Ma’n dewotty reb an eglosThe pub is next to the church

Translate the following into Sawsnak (English):

The cats are in the schoolMa’n cathas y’n scol

The dogs are in the book shopMa’n cuen y’n gwerthjy lyfrow

The frog is in the pharmacyMa’n quylkyn y’n potecary

The gull is on the pubMa’n wylan war’n dewotty

The snake is on the tableMa’n sarf war’n bord

The cat is under the carMa’n gath yndan an car

The cat is on the Post OfficeMa’n gath war’n Sothva Bost

The snake is under the libraryMa’n sarf yndan an lyverva

The dog is opposite the Post OfficeMa’n ky adal dhe’n Sothva Bost

The lizard is next to the pubMa’n bedreven reb an dewotty

The cat is far from the snakeMa’n gath pell dheworth an sarf

The car is near the churchMa’n car ogas dhe’n eglos
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Moy Usadow Dew
More Practice Two

All sentences showing where something is must start with
‘Ma (more or less equivalent to ‘there is).  Hot is a ‘hat’,
cok is a ‘boat’, morvyl is a ‘whale’, kegyner is a ‘cook’
and mor is a ‘sea’.

Translate the following into English:

The positioning words are always between the two ‘things’, so war (on) and yn (in)
come between hot and kegyner or kegyner and cok.  Write down the
meanings of these positioning words:

ynreb
pell dheworthadal dhe
ogas dheyndan

Now check them with the vocabulary in Dyscas Dew.

In front, behind, to the left, to the right, at the top of, underneath
In addition to the positioning words that we discussed earlier, we also have six
additional words that are quite useful.

at the
bottom of

A woles dheto the rear
of

A dhelerghto the right
of

A dhyhow
dhe

at the top ofAwarthain front ofA rag dheto the left ofA gledh 
dhe

Match up the English and the Cornish:

There is a bush to the right of
the cottage.

‘Ma’n hogh awartha’n vownder.

The postman is in front of the
church

‘Ma prysk a dhyhow dhe’n penty.
The pig is at the top of the lane.‘Ma Trenava a woles dhe’n vre.

Joanna is to the left of the post
office.

‘Ma’n ky bras a dhelergh an
shoppa

Trenava is at the bottom of the
hill

‘Ma’n lytherwas a rag dhe’n eglos.

There is a large dog at the rear
of the shop

‘Ma Jowanna a gledh dhe’n sothva
bost.
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‘Ma’n morvyl war’n mor.
‘Ma’n cok war’n morvyl.
‘Ma’n kegyner y’n cok.
‘Ma’n hot war’n kegyner.
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Copyright © 1999, 2000, A R Climo-Thompson  
PO Box 39,  Penzans, Kernow, TR18 5YA, United Kingdom.

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies of this licence document, but changing it is not allowed.

PREAMBLE

This General Public Licence is intended to guarantee your freedom to share this computerised Publication
(The Publication) and to make sure the Publication is free for all its users.  This General Public Licence is
similar to licences for free software available on the Internet.  We commend this approach to others.

When we speak of free Publication, we are referring to freedom, not price.  This General Public Licence is
designed to make sure that you have the freedom to distribute copies of the free Publication (and charge for
this service if you wish); and that you know you can do these things.

To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid anyone to deny you these rights or to ask you to
surrender the rights.  These restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you distribute copies of
the Publication.

For example, if you distribute copies of such a program, whether gratis or for a fee, you must give the recipi-
ents all the rights that you have.  You must make sure that they, too,  receive the Publication in the same
format.  The format of the Publication has been specifically chosen because the Adode Acrobat Readers (The
Distribution Software) are widely available.  You must show them these terms so they know their rights.

We protect your rights with two steps: (1) copyright the Publication, and (2) offer you this licence which gives
you legal permission to copy, and distribute the Publication.

Also, for every distributor's protection and ours, we want to make certain that everyone understands that there
is no warranty for this free Publication.

Finally, any free Publication is threatened constantly by the desire to modify it so that it can become a proprie-
tary product.  To prevent this, we have made it clear that any copying must not change the content; to do so will
be a breach of copyright and action will be taken.

The precise terms and conditions for copying and distribution follow.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COPYING and DISTRIBUTION

This Licence applies to any program or other work which contains a notice placed by the copyright holder
saying it may be distributed under the terms of this General Public Licence.  The "Publication", below, refers to
the Publication as supplied or any portion of it,

Each licensee is addressed as "you".

Activities other than copying or distribution are not covered by this Licence; they are outside its scope.  The act
of copying the Publication without change is not restricted.

1.  You may copy and distribute verbatim copies of the Publication as you receive it, through any medium,
provided that you conspicuously and appropriately publish on each copy an appropriate copyright notice and
disclaimer of warranty; keep intact all the notices that refer to this Licence and to the absence of any warranty;
and give any other recipients of the Publication a copy of this Licence along with the Publication.
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2.  You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy.

3.  You may aggregate this Publication with other works only on the condition that the entire work is available
under the same licence conditions as the Publication itself.  This is not intended to restrict what you do, but
only to protect the rights of others.

4.  You may not copy, modify, sublicence, or distribute the Publication  except as expressly provided under this
Licence.  Any attempt otherwise to copy, sublicence or distribute the Publication is void, and will automatically
terminate your rights under this Licence. However, parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under
this Licence will not have their licences terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.

5.  You are not required to accept this Licence, since you have not signed it.  However, nothing else grants you
permission to modify or distribute the Publication or its derivative works.  These actions are prohibited by law if
you do not accept this Licence.  Therefore, by copying or distributing the Publication, you indicate your accep-
tance of this Licence to do so, and all its terms and conditions for copying or distributing the Publication.

6.  Each time you redistribute the Publication, the recipient automatically receives a licence from the original
licensor to copy or distribute the Publication subject to these terms and conditions.  You may not impose any
further restrictions on the recipients' exercise of the rights granted herein. You are not responsible for enforc-
ing compliance by third parties to this Licence.

7.  If, as a consequence of a court judgment or allegation of copyright infringement or for any other reason,
conditions are imposed on you (whether by court order, agreement or otherwise) that contradict the conditions
of this Licence, they do not excuse you from the conditions of this Licence.  If you cannot distribute so as to
satisfy simultaneously your obligations under this Licence and any other pertinent obligations, then as a
consequence you may not distribute the Publication at all.  

8.  If the distribution and/or use of the Publication is restricted in certain countries by local copyright law, the
original copyright holder who places the Publicaton under this Licence may add an explicit geographical distri-
bution limitation excluding those countries, so that distribution is permitted only in or among countries not thus
excluded.  In such case, this Licence incorporates the limitation as if written in the body of this Licence.

9.  If you wish to incorporate parts of the Publication into other free publications whose distribution conditions
are different, write to the author to ask for permission.  

NO WARRANTY

10.  BECAUSE THE PUBLICATION IS LICENSED FREE OF CHARGE, THERE IS NO WARRANTY FOR THE
PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION SOFTWARE OR MEDIA USED TO DELIVER IT, TO THE EXTENT PERMIT-
TED BY APPLICABLE LAW.  THE PUBLICATION IS PROVIDED "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE QUALITY
OF THE PUBLICATION AND PERFORMANCE OF THE DISTRIBUTION SOFTWARE AND MEDIA IS WITH YOU.
SHOULD THE PUBLICATION OF DISTRIBUTION SOFTWARE OR MEDIA PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME
THE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIR OR CORRECTION.

11.  IN NO EVENT UNLESS REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW OR AGREED TO IN WRITING WILL ANY
COPYRIGHT HOLDER, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO MAY MODIFY AND/OR REDISTRIBUTE THE PUBLICA-
TION AS PERMITTED ABOVE, BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL,
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE
PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION SOFTWARE OR MEDIA (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF DATA
OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE OR LOSSES SUSTAINED BY YOU OR THIRD PARTIES OR A
FAILURE OF THE PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION SOFTWARE OR MEDIA TO OPERATE WITH ANY OTHER
PUBLICATIONS OF SOFTWARE PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN
ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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