
Dyscas Pymthek
Lesson Fifteen

Ow cul taclow yn termyn passyes - Doing things in the past 

Gerva

Kenedhlek National
Fos Wall
Mennas to want
Cana to sing
Gwaynya to win
Mos to go
Dos to come, to arrive
Dalleth to start
Gorfenna to finish

Gul (to make or do)

Me a wrug I did / made
Te a wrug You did / made (sing)
Ef a wrug He did / made
Hy a wrug She did / made
Ny a wrug We did / made
Why a wrug You did / made (pl)
Ynjy a wrug They did / made

Actions in the past work in much the same way as actions in the present tense (see
earlier lessons).

Ensomplow:

Me a wrug mos dhe Gambron hedhyw. I went to Camborne today.
Te a wrug redya an lyver ruth. You read the red book. 
Ef a wrug cuska der an jedh. He slept through the day.
Hy a wrug dyfuna dhe hanterdedh. She awoke at midday.
Ny a wrug dos dhe hanter woja eth. We arrived at half past eight.
Why a wrug gorfenna dewetha De Sul. You finished last Sunday.
Ynjy a wrug dalleth dewrosa yn Tryg. They started cycling in Trigg (N. Cornwall).

Moy Ensomplow:

Me na wrug mennas mos. I did not want to go.
Te na wrug y glowes. You did not hear it.
Ef na wrug gweles henna. He did not see that.
Hy na wrug cafus hy das. She did not find her father.
Ny na wrug cana an anthem kenedhlek We did not sing the national anthem.
Why na wrug byldya an fos ma You did not build this wall.
Ynjy na wrug gwaynya an rugby They did not win the rugby.
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Dyscas Pymthek pesyes
Lesson Fifteen continued

Govynnadow yn kever an termyn passyes - Questions about the past 

Gerva

A wrugaf vy ... ? Did I ... ?
A wrussta ... ? Did you ... ? (sing)
A wrug ef ... ? Did he ... ?
A wrug hy ... ? Did she ... ?
A wrussen ny ... ? Did we ... ?
A wrussough why ... ? Did you ... ? (pl)
A wrussonjy ... ? Did they ... ?

Gorthebeugh gans ‘a wrug’ bo ‘na wrug’ yn gorthyb:

A wrug hy marhogeth hy margh y’n 
cos5 ?

A wrugaf vy usya lyver-checken4 vy ?
A wrussta aswon an den ?
A wrugaf vy bosa3 an ky ?
A wrussonjy leverel an gwyryonath ?
A wrussough why cara an desen ?
A wrussen ny omlath abarth Kernow2 ?
A wrussen ny predery yn y gever1 ?
A wrussonjy debry y’n dewotty ?

A wrussough why mos a hes an  
motorforth ?

A wrussough why gwaynya an hockey? 
A wrug hy dryvya hy gar ena ?
A wrug ef shoppya yn Tesco ?
A wrussta godhvos hemma ?
A wrugaf vy clappya pub dedh oll ?
A wrussonjy cafus agas mab ?
A wrussough why mos dhe Lansen ?

Ny a/na wrug eva coref y’n bostyA wrussen ny eva coref y’n bosty ?

Pandra, Ple and Pan are also used in the same way as for the present.  

Ensomplow:

Pandr’a wrussough why gul yn jardyn ?
Pan wrussta lafurya y’n sothva ?
Ple wrussonjy mos Nos Wener6 ?
Pan wrussen ny scodhya an bagas7 Rugby Kembra ?
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7 Scodhya an bagas, to support the team.

6 Nos Wener, Friday night.

5 Cos, wood.  Pronounced ‘cooz’ or ‘coyz’.

4 Lyver checken, cheque book.

3 Bosa, to feed.

2 Abarth Kernow, for (on behalf of) Cornwall.

1 Yn kever, ‘about’ (a subject).  Yn y gever, about it (him or her).



Dyscas Pymthek pesyes
Lesson Fifteen continued

Ow cul taclow y’n passyes, Ea/na - Doing things in the past, Yes/No

The following shows the way to say ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ for doing things in the past.

Question Yes. Did ... No. Did not ...
A wrugaf vy ...? Gwrugaf. Me a wrug Na wrugaf. Me na wrug
A wrussta ...? Gwrussta. Te a wrug Na wrussta. Te na wrug
A wrug ef ...? Gwrug. Ef a wrug Na wrug. Ef na wrug
A wrug hy ...? Gwrug. Hy a wrug Na wrug. Hy na wrug
A wrussyn ny ...? Gwrussyn. Ny a wrug Na wrussyn. Ny na wrug
A wrussough why ...? Gwrussough. Why a wrug Na wrussough. Why na wrug
A wrussonjy ...? Gwrussons. Ynjy a wrug Na wrussons. Ynjy na wrug

Gorthebeugh an re ma:

A wrussen ny cows
Kernuak ?

A wrug hy gwyscas hy
hot hy hedhyw ?

A wrussta godhvos an
geryow9 ?

A wrugaf vy clappya
dheugh why8 ?

A wrussonjy clowas an
musek7 ?

A wrussough why
myras orthy6 ?

A wrussen ny debry
kyg bowyn5 ?

A wrug hy codra an
buhes4 ?

A wrug ef gwary an
delyn3 ?

A wrussta kemeres
mam vy tu ha tre2 ?

Me na wrug gwary
pelldros ena.

Na
wrugaf

Me a wrug gwary
pelldros ena.

GwrugafA wrugaf vy gwary
pelldros1 ena ?

... na wrug ...Na... a wrug ...EaGovyn
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9 Geryow, words.  Ger, word.  Gerva, vocabulary.

8 Dheugh why, to you (plural or polite).

7 Musek,  music.

6 Myras orthy, to look at her.

5 Kyg bowyn, beef.  Kyg, flesh/meat.

4 Codra an buhes, to milk the cows.

3 Telyn (f), harp.

2 Tu ha tre, home, homewards.

1 Pelldros, soccer.



Gorthebow Pymthek
Answers Fifteen

Govynnadow yn kever an termyn passyes - Questions about the past

Gorthebeugh gans ‘a wrug’ bo ‘na wrug’ yn gorthyb:

Hy a/na wrug marhogeth hy margh y’n 
cos

A wrug hy marhogeth hy margh y’n 
cos ?

Me a/na wrug usya lyver-checken vyA wrugaf vy usya lyver-checken vy ?
Te a/na wrug aswon an denA wrussta aswon an den ?
Me a/na wrug bosa an kyA wrugaf vy bosa an ky ?
Ynjy a/na wrug leverel an gwyryonathA wrussonjy leverel an gwyryonath ?
Why a/na wrug cara an desenA wrussough why cara an desen ?
Ny a/na wrug omlath abarth KernowA wrussen ny omlath abarth Kernow ?
Ny a/na wrug predery yn y geverA wrussen ny predery yn y gever ?
Ynjy a/na wrug debry y’n dewottyA wrussonjy debry y’n dewotty ?

Why a/na wrug mos a hes an  
motorforth

A wrussough why mos a hes an  
motorforth ?

Why a/na wrug gwaynya an hockeyA wrussough why gwaynya an hockey?
Hy a/na wrug dryvya hy gar enaA wrug hy dryvya hy gar ena ?
Ef a/na wrug shoppya yn TescoA wrug ef shoppya yn Tesco ?
Te a/na wrug godhvos hemmaA wrussta godhvos hemma ?
Me a/na wrug clappya pub dedh ollA wrugaf vy clappya pub dedh oll ?
Ynjy a/na wrug cafus agas mabA wrussonjy cafus agas mab ?
Why a/na wrug mos dhe LansenA wrussough why mos dhe Lansen ?
Ny a/na wrug eva coref y’n bostyA wrussen ny eva coref y’n bosty ?

Kernuak Es Folen 55 © KERNUAK ES 2000 

Kernuak Es Folen 55 © Kernuak Es 2000



Gorthebow Pymthek pesyes
Answers Fifteen continued

Ow cul taclow y’n passyes, Ea/na - Doing things in the past, Yes/No
Gorthebeugh a’n re ma:

Ny na wrug cows
Kernuak.

Na wrussenNy a wrug cows
Kernuak.

GwrussenA wrussen ny cows
Kernuak ?

Hy na wrug gwyscas
hy hot hy hedhyw.

Na wrugHy a wrug gwyscas
hy hot hy hedhyw.

GwrugA wrug hy gwyscas hy
hot hy hedhyw ?

Te na wrug godhvos
an geryow.

Na wrusstaTe a wrug godhvos
an geryow.

GwrusstaA wrussta godhvos an
geryow ?

Me na wrug clappya
dheugh why.

Na wrugafMe a wrug clappya
dheugh why.

GwrugafA wrugaf vy clappya
dheugh why ?

Ynjy na wrug clowas
an musek.

Na
wrussons

Ynjy a wrug clowas
an musek.

GwrussonsA wrussonjy clowas an
musek ?

Why na wrug myras
orthy.

Na
wrussough

Why a wrug myras
orthy.

GwrussoughA wrussough why
myras orthy ?

Ny na wrug debry kyg
bowyn.

Na wrussenNy a wrug debry kyg
bowyn.

GwrussenA wrussen ny debry
kyg bowyn ?

Hy na wrug codra an
buhes.

Na wrugHy a wrug codra an
buhes.

GwrugA wrug hy codra an
buhes ?

Ef na wrug gwary an
delyn.

Na wrugEf a wrug gwary an
delyn.

GwrugA wrug ef gwary an
delyn ?

Te na wrug kemeres
mam vy tu ha tre.

Na wrusstaTe a wrug kemeres
mam vy tu ha tre.

GwrusstaA wrussta kemeres
mam vy tu ha tre ?

Me na wrug gwary
pelldros ena.

Na wrugafMe a wrug gwary
pelldros ena.

GwrugafA wrugaf vy gwary
pelldros ena ?

... na wrug ...Na.... a wrug ...EaGovyn
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Copyright © 1999, 2000, A R Climo-Thompson  
PO Box 39,  Penzans, Kernow, TR18 5YA, United Kingdom.

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies of this licence document, but changing it is not allowed.

PREAMBLE

This General Public Licence is intended to guarantee your freedom to share this computerised Publication
(The Publication) and to make sure the Publication is free for all its users.  This General Public Licence is
similar to licences for free software available on the Internet.  We commend this approach to others.

When we speak of free Publication, we are referring to freedom, not price.  This General Public Licence is
designed to make sure that you have the freedom to distribute copies of the free Publication (and charge for
this service if you wish); and that you know you can do these things.

To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid anyone to deny you these rights or to ask you to
surrender the rights.  These restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you distribute copies of
the Publication.

For example, if you distribute copies of such a program, whether gratis or for a fee, you must give the recipi-
ents all the rights that you have.  You must make sure that they, too,  receive the Publication in the same
format.  The format of the Publication has been specifically chosen because the Adode Acrobat Readers (The
Distribution Software) are widely available.  You must show them these terms so they know their rights.
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you legal permission to copy, and distribute the Publication.

Also, for every distributor's protection and ours, we want to make certain that everyone understands that there
is no warranty for this free Publication.

Finally, any free Publication is threatened constantly by the desire to modify it so that it can become a proprie-
tary product.  To prevent this, we have made it clear that any copying must not change the content; to do so will
be a breach of copyright and action will be taken.

The precise terms and conditions for copying and distribution follow.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COPYING and DISTRIBUTION

This Licence applies to any program or other work which contains a notice placed by the copyright holder
saying it may be distributed under the terms of this General Public Licence.  The "Publication", below, refers to
the Publication as supplied or any portion of it,

Each licensee is addressed as "you".

Activities other than copying or distribution are not covered by this Licence; they are outside its scope.  The act
of copying the Publication without change is not restricted.

1.  You may copy and distribute verbatim copies of the Publication as you receive it, through any medium,
provided that you conspicuously and appropriately publish on each copy an appropriate copyright notice and
disclaimer of warranty; keep intact all the notices that refer to this Licence and to the absence of any warranty;
and give any other recipients of the Publication a copy of this Licence along with the Publication.
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